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Abstract

The way a community names things reveals how it perceives and evaluates its world. This paper examines the naming system of turuk laggai, the ritual dance of the Mentawai people, in which every variant bears the uniform pattern uliat ("imitation") plus the name of a creature, and is elaborated by a chant that admonishes that creature. Using a descriptive qualitative design within an ethnolinguistic framework, the study analyses fourteen turuk laggai variants documented in Matotonan Village through observation and note-taking, with referential-identity and distributional methods of analysis (Sudaryanto, 2015). Names were inventoried at two levels — the dance title and the name appearing in the chant — then classified by referent, lingual form, and naming basis, and finally tested against five indicators of anthroponymisation. All fourteen referents are animals: eleven Aves drawn from eight orders (78.6%), two Insecta, and one Mammalia, so that thirteen of fourteen referents are winged. Dance titles are concise because they designate, whereas chant names are long and flexible because they depict, ranging from monomorphemic forms to reduplication and descriptive phrases. Because these animal names are both vocative and evaluative, they function as anthroponyms rather than mere personifications. The chants convey moral, ecological, religious, and pedagogical messages: advice addressed to the birds is in truth addressed to the people who sing it. Naming supplies the voice of this system; classification supplies its structure.
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